
SRDR USERS 

• Web-based platform to allow worldwide access 
• Open access to data promotes transparency and collaboration 
• Powerful tools to reduce burden of data entry 
• Built-in data extraction form creator and library of templates to enhance data

 extraction process and encourages uniformity 
• Flexible data entry to encourage voluntary contribution of data from diverse

 systematic reviewers 
• Collaborative tools for SR teams 
• Linkages with other databases (e.g., ClinicaTrials.gov) 
• Tools to access detailed information on review evidence 
• Communal commenting and data verification ensures data quality 

A  web-based SRDR can foster collaboration, transparency , and reliability among research groups who contribute
 data. It can also provide valuable information to stakeholders  including patients who view the deposited data. 

BENEFITS 

IMPLEMENTATION  GOVERNANCE  

CHALLENGES 

SAMPLE SCREENSHOTS 

http://srdr.ahrq.gov 

IMPETUS 

A  repository for SR data will improve efficiency, data quality, transparency, and usability. 

SRDR FEATURES 

•  Performing systematic reviews (SRs) is costly: time, labor, and money  
•  Increasing expectation of quicker turnaround in producing SRs 
•  SRs need to be updated  
•  Some SRs overlap or are unavoidably replicated; independent teams often 

extract data from the same studies 
•  An open access repository of extracted data from primary studies could improve 

the efficiency of conducting SRs by sharing these data for an SR update or a 
new SR 

•  A repository of such data would greatly facilitate methodological research to 
improve the conduct of systematic reviews and primary research 

FUTURE STEPS 
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• Formed an international advisory committee of SR stakeholders 
• Held meetings and teleconferences to discuss challenges and possible

 solutions on intellectual property and data ownership issues 
• Drafted and circulated SRDR governance white paper 
• Planning is underway to draft an organization charter for this body, which would

 specify the roles and responsibilities of the governing entity 

•  Site was launched on June 20th (http://srdr.ahrq.gov) 
•  System accepts three user types: public viewers, public commentators, and SR 

data contributors    
•  Interfaces for creating extraction forms and extracting study data are in place, 

with new improvements being continually implemented 
• Certified data contributors may create extraction form templates and extract data 

into the system 
• Upon completion of an SR project, users may choose to release their extraction 

forms and corresponding data to the public view 
•  Tools for data retrieval/summarization and sharing have been developed, with 

new features in the pipeline 
•  Training materials including user manual, instructional videos, and an FAQ are 

available in the Help section linked to the SRDR homepage 
•   Certification procedures and training for data contributors are in place 
•   Plans for user support and data backups have been put into practice 

• Develop tools to import data from popular software tools (e.g., EndNote,
 RefMan) and allow data upload to SRDR (e.g., from Excel templates) 

• Develop an interface to other registries (e.g., Cochrane, GIN)  
• Provide export format for meta-analysis software (e.g., OpenMeta-analyst) 
• Promote global participation and input 
• Continue maintenance, support, and documentation 

• Designing a Web-based system that balances ease of use, flexibility, and the
 availability of additional features in the future 

• Accommodating clinical study data spanning all data types and study
 designs 

• Engaging researchers in using a new extraction tool and share their data 
• Ensuring interoperability with other existing SR databases 
• Developing a data quality assurance processes 
• Accumulating a critical mass of data in SRDR to demonstrate value 

•  Formed international advisory committee composed of stakeholders from all      
walks of the SR community. 

•  Met face-to-face and held several teleconferences to discuss challenges 
associated with creating a working repository 

•  Reviewed data extraction forms from a diverse group of potential users to 
construct a MySQL schema and database for storing primary study data 

•  Tested the schema by mapping extraction forms and study data to real projects 
•  Brainstormed a set of essential tools to minimize the time-burden of conducting 

an SR project, focusing on data re-use and community collaboration 
•  Used Ruby on Rails web framework to develop a web interface and suite of tools 

to interface with the underlying database 
•  Secure website 
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