
Objective: Identifying studies that are relevant to the public health field can be 

challenging and current advice is to search a large number of databases and 

to use other search methods.  We analysed how many of the included papers 

from 12 recent Cochrane reviews (2010-2012) relevant to public health were 

found in either: Pubmed, Embase, PsycINFO, CINAHL or CENTRAL (noting 

records can be added retrospectively to CENTRAL), and to identify if other 

search methods were required. 
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Review No. of 

Included 

papers 

No. of included papers 

identified in 5 

databases 

Other search 

methods required, 

such as: reference list 

checking, expert 

contact, subject 

specific databases, 

websites or journal 

hand searching 

Speed cameras for the prevention of road 

traffic injuries and deaths   

49 43 identified but 

28 only in CENTRAL 

Yes 

Collaboration between local health and 

local government agencies for health 

improvement   

24 23 identified Yes 

Community wide interventions for 

increasing physical activity  

59 49 identified but 

1 only in CENTRAL 

Yes 

Street lighting for preventing road traffic 

injuries    

19 19 identified but 

19 only in CENTRAL 

Yes 

if CENTRAL records 

were added later 

Pool fencing for preventing drowning of 

children    

3 2 identified Yes 

Outreach strategies for expanding health 

insurance coverage in children 

2 2 identified None required 

Interventions in the alcohol server setting 

for preventing injuries  

31 31 identified but 

6 only in CENTRAL 

 

Yes 

Bicycle helmet legislation for the uptake of 

helmet use and prevention of head injuries 

6 6 identified None required 

Legislative smoking bans for reducing 

secondhand smoke exposure, smoking 

prevalence and tobacco consumption 

59 56 identified Yes 

Indoor residual spraying for preventing 

malaria 

11 9 identified Yes 

Organisational travel plans for improving 

health 

15 8 identified but 

2 only in CENTRAL 

Yes 

Flexible working conditions and their 

effects on employee health and wellbeing 

10  10 identified None required 

Conclusion: For only three of the 12 reviews were all the included papers 

indexed in the databases most commonly searched by the review authors: 

Medline/Pubmed; Embase; PsycINFO or CINAHL.  One review had none of its 

included papers indexed in these databases.  Because of the way in which 

CENTRAL is constructed, we were unable to determine if the papers we 

identified  in CENTRAL were in the database at the review search date. To 

ensure high sensitivity it is essential that public health reviewers search a 

range of key databases together with other search methods. 


