
Background 

Since 2000, a periodic count has 

been done of members of 

Cochrane Review Groups (CRGs), 

subdivided by country of 

residence.  

 

Objectives  
Our objective was to assess 

international activity within CRGs. 

 

Method 

Data were retrieved on 11 February 2012 

for all active contributors to CRGs whose 

contact details were in The Cochrane 

Collaboration’s Contact Database (Archie). 

One author (CA) analyzed the data by role 

within the CRG and country of residence. 

From 2000 until 2010, individuals were 

counted repeatedly each time they 

appeared in the audit, but since then 

people listed more than once are counted 

once only.  This makes comparisons to 

absolute numbers in earlier years difficult, 

hence the focus on percentages in the 

following. 

 

Results 

Among 53 CRGs, there were 26,794 

individual contributors from 120 coun-

tries. Of these, 22,557 (84%) contributors 

were listed as authors, which is a higher 

proportion than that estimated for recent 

years, and much higher than in earlier 

years (e.g. 52% in 2000). There are now 

5166 contributors in countries with 

low- and middle-income economies 

(19% of all contributors, compared to 

6% in 2000). Of these 5166 people, 

4943 people were listed as authors 

(95%).  

 

Conclusions 

The international diversity of people 

involved in the work of The Cochrane 

Collaboration continues to grow, and 

almost 27,000 individuals are contributing 

to its work. For many of these people, this 

involves direct involvement in the 

preparation and maintenance of system-

atic reviews, ensuring the continuing 

success of the Collaboration as the 

world’s largest producer of systematic 

reviews in health care. The growth in the 

contribution of people from low- and 

middle-income countries has been 

sustained, with nearly  5000 authors in 

these countries. Other data analyses will 

be shown in the poster. More data are 

available from callen@cochrane.org  

Number of individuals carrying out different roles in the Collaboration 2000 - 2012 

Type of contributors in high income and low & middle income countries 

Growth of activity 
in low & middle  
income versus high 
income countries 

  2012 2005 2000 

Country Total Authors Total Authors Total Authors 

UK 8975 6503 (72%) 4933 2677 (54%) 2303 1147 (50%) 

USA 4244 2132 (50%) 1418 649 (46%) 563 246 (44%) 

Australia 3149 2322 (74%) 1331 802 (60%) 513 265 (52%) 

Canada 2394 1798 (75%) 960 599 (62%) 396 229 (58%) 

China 2354 2106 (89%) 294 256 (87%) 15 8 (53%) 

Netherlands 1546 1272 (82%) 569 431 (76%) 219 155 (71%) 

Italy 1017 722 (71%) 491 265 (54%) 205 106 (52%) 

Germany 889 635 (71%) 317 164 (52%) 94 40 (42%) 

Brazil 795 687 (86%) 195 170 (87%) 72 61 (85%) 

India 636 410 (64%) 76 42 (55%) 19 11 (58%) 
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Location of authors and CRGs 

We have also 

analysed 

whether there is 

an association 

between the 

country in which 

an author lives 

and the location 

of the editorial 

base for the CRG 

with which they 

work. The table 

shows that there 

is a correlation, 

with evidence of clustering of authors in the country of their CRG. For example, for the five 

Australia-based CRGs, 16% of their authors are based in Australia, while for the 24 UK-based 

CRGs, only 6.3% of their authors are based in Australia. At the same time, 64.6% of the 

authors of reviews published by UK-based CRGs are themselves based in the UK, but UK-

based authors contribute only 17.2% of the reviews published by Australia-based CRGs. As 

the table shows, the proportion of authors linked to their home country CRG is usually 

higher than the proportional contribution of authors in that country to CRGs elsewhere in 

the world. 

Countries with the highest  

number of contributors 


